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1.1 Introduction

Bellcan Golf Resort & Marina is currently proposing a development initiative in Northern
Belize, in the vicinity of the community of the Consejo Shores area and has retained the services
of Tunich Nah Consultants & Engineering to conduct the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA). As a component of the EIA, the author was asked to conduct and provide an
Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) of the area to be developed. The development area
consists of two (2) parcel blocks of land totaling some 969.86 acres of coastal environment. The
purpose of this assessment is to identify and document any material culture that may exist on the
property as it pertained to prehistoric civilizations and/or the Historic occupation or Period (as is
defined by the National Institute of Culture and History) and to place these in their physical
location and archaeological perspective on the property. The Development anticipated includes a
Golf Resort and Marina facility.

The Archaeological Impact Assessment will include a description of the area to be developed
(Bellcan Properties - Consejo), how the study was carried, type of survey and reconnaissance
employed and the result and outcome of the study and method employed. Finally the report will
offer recommendation/s for the protection and or mitigation to archaeological structures and
other findings.  It should be noted that the Archaeological Assessment was conducted with full
awareness of and adherence to the National Institute of Culture and History Act, Chapter 331
Revised Edition 2000 and in consultation with the Institute of Archaeology in Belmopan.

1.2 Description of the Area

The Bellcan property, as it is sometime referred to, is proposing to embark on a development
project on a plot of land situated in Northern Belize in an area generally referred to as the
Consejo shores area. This area is situated in the Corozal District at about four (4) miles north of
Corozal Town along the Consejo-Corozal Roads (Fig. 1) at coordinates E 360127 and N
2038925. The development site is bounded on the South East by the Corozal Bay, on the North
East by the Consejo Shores Community, on the North West by the main road leading to the
Consejo community and on the South West by secondary forest and sugar cane field. The total
acreage of property is approximately 969.86 acres of land which extends along the eastern
Caribbean shores of Belize, in the Corozal Bay area. As is characterized by the general
topography of Northern Belize, the land is generally flat and sits on a mantle of karstic lime
stone. These parcels are divided into two (2) blocks, of varying sizes immediately adjacent to
each other and are designated alphabetically by Blocks B,C, respectively (Fig. 2). None of the
blocks are presently inhabited, although areas within the parcels have previously been used for
sugar cane cultivation and a major part was worked on for a proposed subdivision that never
materialized.

The proposed project property is oriented in a generally north east - south west alignment with
Block B being at the north eastern tip of the property and to all intense and purpose forms the
northern boundary of the property. Block C is located south � southwest and similarly forms the
southern limits of the property.
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Block C is the smaller of the two blocks and consists of a narrow strip of land which extends
from the Consejo road to the North West and runs along the full width of the property south east
to the coastline (Fig.3). This area consists of approximately 63.41 acres of land.

Block B lies immediately just south southwest of Block A and comprises of approximately 616.6
acres. By far Block B (See Fig. 3) is the larger of the two blocks and was the area most impacted
by previous development and human activities. All of Block B in the past was cleared for a
major subdivision project known as the Yakuna Bay Project during the early 1990�s. The name
Yakuna was probably adopted from Yakuna, a fairly large site located in the heart of the state of
Yucatan, Mexico. This Project however was short lived and never saw completion as it was
subsequently abandoned. The intended use for this area was for the erection of light industries,
commerce, and residential activities, club house, a golf course and other amenities. Although
major land clearing/landscaping activities were done in preparation for this project, it never
materialized. In addition, some 350 acres of land in Block B was also cleared and prepared for
sugar cane plantation and another 10 acres prepared for a coconut plantation. Conspicuously
elevating from ground level in the open savannah of Block B are two relatively fairly large Maya
mounds (M3 and M4 GPS coordinates 360380 2038482 and 360466 2038436 respectively),
which are approximately 5meters in height and approximately 40 to 50 meters from each other.

Blocks C juxtaposes Block B on their north north-east boundary; Block C being positioned
immediately below or south east of Block D. Block C is the second largest parcel having an
approximate 353.25 acres. This area, according to the research, has never been used in the not
too distance past and is occupied by short broad leaf and Mangrove vegetation. Perhaps because
of its proximity to the sea (cost line environment), the area has never attracted or encouraged
human settlement of recent past. The vegetation is conducive of wet land area and the area seems
to be prone to seasonal flooding. The vegetation to the south of this Block C consists mainly of
short secondary broad leaf whilst to the north or top portion of the parcel, the vegetation can be
classified as secondary re-growth as a result of prior agricultural activities (see Fig. 4).

Investigations into the archaeological Assessment of the Project and the Consejo area began at
the Institute of Archaeology in Belmopan. Archaeological records and background research and
literature pertaining to the areas were reviewed along with plans, maps and other relevant
documents that were available at the Institute.

This was followed by several site visits to the Consejo property with EIA team leader Mr. Jose
Garcia, Mr. David McColluch surveyor and cartographer, Mr. Lenny Gentle, environmentalist,
Mr. Alberto Rosado soil analysis, Mr. Williams hydrologist, Mr. Hugo Rancharan,
Environmental Engineer and an archaeological assistant and myself. The purpose of these visits
were to physically conduct archaeological reconnaissance and visual surveys to specifically
determine, record and map, any archaeological remains or features identified on the proposed
area of study. As is mandated and defined by the Institute of Archaeology, these included 1)
Evidence of Pre-Colombian civilization, 2) Evidence of the Historic Period, and 3) Any other
artifacts or feature that may be deemed as such under the NICH Act, Chapter 331 Revised
Edition 2000. Whilst in the area we also took advantage of the opportunity to talk to the local
inhabitants in an effort to improve and have a better understand of the ethno-history of the area.
To insure that the entire property was fully examined, a series of some 33 survey transect lines
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were cut, each with a spacing of 100 meters within lines (from one line to the other). Lines ran in
a general Northwest orientation and length of lines varies according terrain and coastline up to
2.3 km in length � being the longest (Fig. 5). These transect lines for survey was particularly
noticeable in vegetated areas (Fig. 6). As has previously mentioned, most of the areas proposed
for the Project were previously cleared at one point or the other in recent past for project
development, some of which never materialize despite land preparation activities.  The effects of
such land preparation activities is a fairly flat and cleared areas which did not warranted the
cutting of transect lines for survey sighting except for the areas with intersperse of secondary
broad leaf and mangrove vegetation existed. In cases where the vegetation was low, such as
grass savannah areas, these areas were reconnoitered, visually surveyed and examined to see if
there were any signs of archaeological remains or features present.

All survey operation and studies were done with the use of a Total Station and transect locations
were plotted and recorded and are appended to Fig. 5 for easy access. A series of bore holes
were conducted through the entire property (Fig. 7.) These boreholes were in the main to test the
quality and type of soil, the depth of soil from water table and ultimately to see if soil extracted
from the bore contained any evidence of cultural material (Fig. 8). Similarly a few larger test pits
were conducted for the same purpose only that these were done by the use of a back hoe
(discussed more indebt in the hydrology and soil section of EIA). This allowed us a better view
of stratigraphy of the underlying layer/soils, the water table and a wider and larger sample of
excavated material to examine for evidence of cultural material (Fig. 9).

We also conducted ethnographic research which served to cross check and conform recent past
activities that were conducted on the property. Indeed there are still some remains of the relic
houses that our informant indicated were areas of the mechanic workshop and main dwelling
area of the farm manager�s house. These are located on the south eastern edge of Block B on the
coast line along the beach (see Fig. 2). It should be noted that while this portion of the beach
front may allowed for habitation in recent past, the rest of the coast line towards the south
southwest are marshy wet land, less hospitable, and shows no sign of any recent habitation along
these shores. This meant that this area was less disturber and provided a better chance to
reconnoiter for the existence of/or evidence of prehistoric presence.
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Fig: 1. Map of Belize showing project area north of Belize
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Fig. 2 Showing road and parcels in relation to each other and archaeological mounds in block B.
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Fig. 3 Aerial Photo Showing Parcel Blocks in Relation to Costal Shores
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Fig. 4 Vegetation map



9

1.3 Methodology

This was followed by several site visits to the Consejo property with EIA team leader Mr. Jose
Garcia, Mr. David McColluch surveyor and cartographer, Mr. Lenny Gentle, environmentalist,
Mr. Alberto Rosado soil analysis, Mr. Williams hydrologist, Mr. Hugo Rancharan,
Environmental Engineer and an archaeological assistant and myself. The purpose of these visits
were to physically conduct archaeological reconnaissance and visual surveys to specifically
determine, record and map, any archaeological remains or features identified on the proposed
area of study. As is mandated and defined by the Institute of Archaeology, these included 1)
Evidence of Pre-Colombian civilization, 2) Evidence of the Historic Period, and 3) Any other
artifacts or feature that may be deemed as such under the NICH Act, Chapter 331 Revised
Edition 2000. Whilst in the area we also took advantage of the opportunity to talk to the local
inhabitants in an effort to improve and have a better understand of the ethno-history of the area.

To insure that the entire property was fully examined, a series of some 33 survey transect lines
were cut, each with a spacing of 100 meters within lines (from one line to the other). Lines ran in
a general Northwest orientation and length of lines varies according terrain and coastline up to
2.3 km in length � being the longest (Fig. 5). These transect lines for survey was particularly
noticeable in vegetated areas (Fig. 6). As has previously mentioned, most of the areas proposed
for the Project were previously cleared at one point or the other in recent past for project
development, some of which never materialize despite land preparation activities. The effects of
such land preparation activities is a fairly flat and cleared areas which did not warranted the
cutting of transect lines for survey sighting except for the areas with intersperse of secondary
broad leaf and mangrove vegetation existed. In cases where the vegetation was low, such as
grass savannah areas, these areas were reconnoitered, visually surveyed and examined to see if
there were any signs of archaeological remains or features present.

All survey operation and studies were done with the use of a Total Station and transect locations
were plotted and recorded and are appended to Fig. 5 for easy access. A series of bore holes
were conducted through the entire property (Fig. 7.) These boreholes were in the main to test the
quality and type of soil, the depth of soil from water table and ultimately to see if soil extracted
from the bore contained any evidence of cultural material (Fig. 8). Similarly a few larger test pits
were conducted for the same purpose only that these were done by the use of a back hoe
(discussed more indebt in the hydrology and soil section of EIA). This allowed us a better view
of stratigraphy of the underlying layer/soils, the water table and a wider and larger sample of
excavated material to examine for evidence of cultural material (Fig. 9).

We also conducted ethnographic research which served to cross check and conform recent past
activities that were conducted on the property. Indeed there are still some remains of the relic
houses that our informant indicated were areas of the mechanic workshop and main dwelling
area of the farm manager�s house. These are located on the south eastern edge of Block B on the
coast line along the beach (see Fig. 2). It should be noted that while this portion of the beach
front may allowed for habitation in recent past, the rest of the coast line towards the south
southwest are marshy wet land, less hospitable, and shows no sign of any recent habitation along
these shores. This meant that this area was less disturber and provided a better chance to
reconnoiter for the existence of/or evidence of prehistoric presence.
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Fig.5 Map with transect lines and Mound Locations


