
ANNEX X

ARCHAEOLOGY



1.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES (By Dr. Allan Moore)

1.1 Introduction

In early May of 2007 I was asked to conduct an Archaeological Impact Assessment as
part of the compliance for the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed
development at False Caye. The purpose of this assessment is to identify and document
any material culture as it pertained to prehistoric civilizations and or the Historic Period
(as is defined by the National Institute of Culture and History) and to place these in their
physical location on the property. The Development anticipated includes a hotel, 34
Villas type buildings, a sea-base type marina and infrastructure.

The impact assessment will include a description of the area to be developed (False
Caye), how the study was carried, type of survey and reconnaissance employed and
outcome. Finally the report will offer recommendation/s for the protection and or
mitigation to findings.  It should be noted that the Archaeological Assessment was
conducted with full awareness of and adherence to the National Institute of Culture and
History Act, Chapter 331 Revised Edition 2000.

1.2 Description of the Area

False Cay is located on the southern coast line of Belize at coordinates E 357000 and N
183600. It is a small irregular gourd-shaped island with a curved strip just after the
bight. The island is located approximately 1.5 mile (2.4 km) northeast of Seine Bight
village on the Placencia Peninsula, almost equidistant from the two nearby communities
Seine Bight and Maya Beach (Fig. 1.1). This small coastal atoll covers an area of
approximately 64 acres that sits on a relic coral and calcareous material overlaying a
limestone ridge. The Caye is, as the name implies, false and seems to be in the �building
up� stage. It mostly consists of large swampy/marsh areas with small ponds and a
lagoon in the interior (Fig. 1.2). While most of the island is swamp marsh there are a
few areas, in particular the south western corner, where beach coral is forming. In some
case coral beach is as high as one meter. In general most of the Island�s coast line is
covered by a net work of mangrove roots. Vegetation on the island is predominantly
mangrove with about three to four different types.



Fig. 1.1: Map of Belize �  inset Falls Caye



Fig. 1.2: Aerial photograph of Falls Caye showing vegetation and marsh ponds

1.3 Methodology

Archaeological investigations into the False Caye area began with several visits to the
Institute of Archaeology to review and assess the archaeological records on files and to
collect any relevant back ground information from maps, literature and publications.
This was followed by several site visits to False Caye with EIA team leader Mr. Jose
Garcia, Mr. David McCulloch, surveyor and cartographer, Mr. Lenny Gentle,
environmentalist, an archaeological assistant and myself. The purpose of these visits were
to physically conduct archaeological reconnaissance and surveys to specifically
determine, record and map, any archaeological remains or features identified on the
proposed area of study. As is mandated and defined by the Institute of Archaeology, these
included 1) Evidence of Pre-Colombian civilization, 2) Evidence of the Historic Period,
and 3) Any other artifacts or feature that may be



deemed as such under the NICH Act, Chapter 331 Revised Edition 2000. Whilst in the
area we also took advantage of the opportunity to talk to the local inhabitants in an effort
to improve and better understand the ethno-history of the area.

To insure that the entire island was fully examined, a series of some twenty five transect
lines were cut, each with a spacing of 100 meters from each other for the most apart.
Fifteen of these transects ran in a general north south orientation, five ran in an east west
direction and five ran along the periphery of the island (Fig. 1.3). All transect locations
were plotted and recorded by use of a GPS. GPS points are appended to Fig 1.3 for easy
access.

As was mentioned by an ethnographic informant, the island was so named because in
their eyes that small area is still in its �caye formation stage�. They may have some truth
to that as the island is in the main composed of wet marsh soil, with different type of
mangrove dominated the vegetation. This marsh and mangrove environment is clearly
visible along the periphery of the island (Fig 1.4 and 1.5) except for a few areas of shale
beach. The interior of the island has several water ponds with clear marsh interspaces
through which many of the survey lines crossed (Fig. 1.5 & 1.6). This allowed for easy to
reconnoiter the area in search of any archaeological remains. Most of the survey lines
were walked and examined where possible up to the ponds.



Fig. 1.3: Top Map of False Caye showing transect lines, GPS readings and Archaeological mound found on western side of the
Caye. Bottom: Typical survey line



Fig. 1.4: Transect line showing typical Mangrove vegetation at False Caye with
little top or marsh soil


