SECTION TWO

PROJECT ENVIRONMENT

2.1 Physical Environment

The proposed Hugh Parkeyls Belie Adventure Island is located about 8.6 miles (14 km)
southeast of Belize City. The physical description will consist of physical, biological and marine
components that make up the natura environment. These components are important in
considering the relative potential impacts that can arise from such an undertaking. The proposed
development will encompass the expansion areas identified in the first Environmental Impact
Assessment and will consist of residential/guest accommodations along with other relative
amenities. The following is a brief summary of the project environment.

2.1.1 Meteor ology

Belize has a tropical to subtropical climate with a pronounced wet and dry season even though
there are significant variations in the weather patterns in the region. The average rainfall varies
considerably throughout the country ranging from 1,350 millimeters in the north and west to
4,500 millimeters in the extreme south and lower Maya Mountains. Seasonal differences in
rainfall are greatest in the northern and central regions of the country where, between January
and April or May, fewer than 100 millimeters of rain fall per month.

The dry season is shorter in the south, normally only lasting from February to April. A shorter,
less rainy period, known locally as the "little dry," usually occursin late July or August, after the
initial onset of the rainy season. Rainfall in the areais relatively limited. Annual average for the
areais 60 inches (1,524 mm) 080 inches (2,032mm) (See Fig. 2.1). The mean air temperature of
the project areais 27 C. The extreme high temperature recorded was 37 C and the extreme
lowwas 13 C.

2.1.2 Oceanography

The following oceanographic components were analyzed for the proposed expansion of Hugh
Parkey[s Belize Adventure Island.

2.1.2.1 Hydrographic Profile

The hydrographic profile of the near shore environment along the different development sites
can be appreciated in Fig. 2.2. The physical water quality parameters are the functions which
modify and influence the structura and biologica elements of the barrier platform and by
extension the proposed project site. These parameters include winds and waves, tides, currents,
temperature, salinity and turbidity.
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Fig. 2.2 Hydrographic Profile of the Expansion Project



