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CHAPTER 1

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LAYOUT PLAN

1.1 Project Location

Palm Harbour is a subdivision development that will be located in the southern portion of the
Stann Creek District as can be seen in the Figure 1.1 below.

Fig. 1.1 General Project Location
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This places the project site just east of Haney Shrimp Farm and west of the Sapodilla Lagoon as
can be seen in Plate 1.1 and Figure 1.1. The subdivision project is also found between Sittee
Point and the Placencia Peninsula.

The Sapodilla Lagoon is the dominant water body in the area next to the Cabbage Haul Creek
Watershed (See �Cabbage Haul Watershed� in Fig.2.2). The lagoon shoreline forms the
windward side or eastern portion of the project site. The lagoon itself is about 710 acres (See
�Approximate area of Lagoon� in Fig. 1.2) and is separated from the Caribbean Sea by a barrier
strand of mangrove buffer zone of about 300 feet wide. Water levels within the lagoon are varied
but usually average about 29 inches during the dry season. This variation is probably caused by
the siltation of lagoon and the carrying capacity of the Cabbage Haul Creek. Freshwater to the
Sapodilla Lagoon is supplied by the Cabbage Haul Creek Watershed (See �Cabbage Haul
Watershed� in Fig.2.2).

The location of the proposed subdivision development generally consists of mangrove scrub land
bordered by a fringe of tropical evergreen seasonal broadleaf lowland forest over poor or sandy
soil (See �Soil Profile� in Fig 9.1 and �Hydrometer Results� in Fig. 9.3 ) that extends northwards
from the western end of the project site (See �Vegetation Profile/Map� in Fig 2.8 and Fig. 4.1).

The property is a part of a larger parcel owned by Herman L. Haney (See Fig. 1.2 and Annex
XIII). This property consists of undeveloped lands, a shrimp farm operation and the proposed
development (See �Existing and Proposed Developments� in Fig. 1.2). The project site is about
434 acres (See �HFR� in Fig. 1.2) along with 29.3 acres (See �Reserve� in Fig. 1.3) of a  well
protected high ridge area colonized by a tropical broadleaf forest. The near shore portions of the
Sapodilla Lagoon on the windward side of the property, is a part of the legal description of the
property.

Economically, the region (south Stann Creek) is gradually becoming known as the second fastest
growing regions of the country (See Section 11.2). This increase is being fuelled by the growth
in the tourism industry (Placencia Peninsula) and its host of hospitality workers that are
employed in the different tourism projects.

Such an example is Placencia Peninsula and the adjacent northern areas which have been
recently considered as having a positive tourism potential. This potential to attract capital and
new investments is manifested in the proposed Sapodilla Lagoon Resort Golf Course and Casino
(PASCO/WGC, 2004) and the Regalia & All Pines Development (Ecoworks, 2004). It is
anticipated that the proposed Palm Harbour Development will further add to this unique setting
thus further increasing the potential tourism growth of this region.

1.2 Access to the Site

Once in operation, the Palm Harbour development will be accessible either by land or sea.
Presently, the project site is accessible via the Southern Highway at Mile 16 and heading
northeastwards on the All Pines Road (See Plate 10.1) for about 1.5 miles and then taking the
Haney Shrimp Farm road to the project site. The All Pines road and shrimp farm road are
considered as an all weather dirt road (See �Proposed Road Outline� in Fig. 10.1).
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Upper Plate: View of Palm Harbour development from the Caribbean Sea. Note both the
Sapodilla Lagoon with the buffer strip and the shrimp farm ponds in the background.

Lower Plate: Project site view from the lagoon side. Note the shrimp farm intake canal which
will form the northern canal of the proposed subdivision development.

Plate 1.1 Aerial view of proposed project site
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   Plate 1.2  Aerial view of Project Site. Note Intake Canal, Shrimp Farm, proposed
project site in the mid latitudes and broad leaf forest ridge.

Plate 1.3: Aerial View of Shrimp Farm and Sapodilla Lagoon from the Property
Entrance
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Fig. 1.2 Existing and Proposed Development Sites


