11.0 SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

11.1 Introduction

This social assessment will take into consideration only the first (seismic) phase of ail
exploration. The area of interest is the southern portion of Block 19 where line transects and
seismic studies will be carried out. The physical and demographic area of the proposed

activity includes all that area south of the Moho River and north of the Sarstoon River.

Six communities form the primary buffer communities of the Sarstoon-Temash National Park
(STNP). From west to east these communitiesinclude (Figure 11.1).:

1) Graham Creek;
i) Crique Sarco;
iii) Sunday Wood,;
iv) Congo Creek;
V) Midway and;
Vi) Barranco

There is at least one other smaller community settlement of 10 families, Lucky Strike, within

this primary region.
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Figure11.1: Primary and Secondary communities within the project area.
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Seven secondary buffer communities are found in the wider region from east to west. These
are: i) Hicattee (Machakilha); ii) Dolores; iii) Otoxha; iv) Corazon; v) San Lucas; vi) Santa
Ana and; vii) San Felipe (Figure 11.1). The communities of Santa Ana and San Felipe are
included as these villages form one of the main ground/road travel accessinto the project area.

11.2 Background

At least five distinct cultures are settled in the Toledo District and contribute to its rich
cultural heritage. These groups include the Mopan and Kekchi Maya, Garifuna, Creole, East
Indians, and Chinese. However, the Maya comprise the largest percentage of the population
in Toledo and have remained the most traditional and culturaly distinct. The Mopan and
Kekchi Maya have together formed over thirty - six communities throughout Toledo. The
other ethnic groups such as the Garifuna, Creole, East Indians and Chinese live in Punta
Gorda with smaller communities along the main roads and along the coastline.

The Mayas are predominantly farmers. The local Mayan communities have traditionaly
linked their livelihood to natural forest products to construct their homes; and the land for
subsistence farming. The land is cultivated using labor-intensive methods as opposed to
large-scale mechanization. Their traditional method of slash and burn supports a subsistence
lifestyle, however the soils are acidic and susceptible to rapid deterioration following
deforestation.

The seacoast village of Barranco which is predominantly a Garifuna village is the only non-
Maya community within the buffer region. Over the years, there has been a steady exodus of
its residents to other areas of Belize; however, it appears that lately there have been some
newcomers to the village. Titled and leased lands are found inside and outside the village.
Farming, fishing, hunting and gathering were once the traditional activities of the villages,
today, only a small number of the villagers actually carry out farming activities since for the

most part, most of the villagers are of retirement age.

Communities living next to the Sarstoon/Temash National Park (STNP) were largely unaware
of its existence after its designation in 1994. By 1997, three years after the park's designation,
community members had begun to learn about the park, and elected community |leaders
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representing each village assembled in strong opposition to the park as many perceived its

creation as athreat to their livelihoods and survival, and wanted to fight to dismantle it.

A few years ago, local representatives from five villages surrounding the STNP took steps
toward the establishment of co-management arrangement with the Government of Belize. As
a result, the nonprofit Sarstoon-Temash Institute for Indigenous Management (SATIIM) was
created. Since then SATIIM and the Government have formally entered into a co-
management agreement for the STNP. There is a representative from each of the five villages
(except Graham Creek) on the SATIIM board. It is noted that athough Graham Creek is
situated south west of the STNP, to date, they have not participated in any of SATIIMI[S
activities.

During this first phase of the project, the social assessment is carried out in order to identify
and evaluate existing socio-economic and socio-cultural conditions of the project as well asto
determine those social factors the proposed activity may have on individuas, land use,
population, employment, travel patterns, and access in the area and the region. The analysis
of the social assessment will determine how proposed activities will impact communities,
land, and social issues, and will seek to recommend mitigation and monitoring strategies to

address those proposed impacts within project area.

11.3 Existing Situation

Proposed transect or seismic survey lines outside the park fall within what is considered un-
leased and leased national lands, Indian Reservation and private property. Together, over half
of these lands are currently not being utilized for any type of development. In terms of lands
within the park, no estimated acreage have been obtained, but sources (pers. com.) from
Congeo Creek have indicated that at least 8 [110 farmers utilize lands as [hatambrellfor
organic farming (corn) within the Sarstoon-Temash National Park.

One of the main or proposed activity to be carried out include the establishment of nine (9)
north/south and north/east transect lines comprising a total of 147.3 km (91.54 miles) or an
area of 55.5 acres. The main area of influence includes 74.9 km (46.5 miles) or an area 28.2

acres of transect lines within the park; and 72.4 km (45 miles) or a area of 27.3 acres of
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transect lines outside the park. The length of the transect lines varies from 4.5 miles to 15.2
miles long with a width of 1.5 meters or (5 feet) (Figure 11.2). It is noted, that of the 147.3
km (91.54 miles) of transect lines that are proposed, an approximate 17.4 miles (or 10.77
acres) had been established in various locations during the initial phase of the project in 2006
(Figure 11.2). Cut lines were established in six locations. The three main areas include the
cut line north west of Crique Sarco (TE [J06 [102), an area south east of Corazon Creek (TE [
06 [J05), and an area south of San Lucas community (TE 006 -07). The following table
includes those areas of established cut linesin 2006

Table11.1: Extent of line clearancein 2006

Areas Existing Cleared Seismic transect
Areaof Clearing

Seismic transect ID | Length of Previously cut areas | 1.524 m (5 ft) width

(km) (mls) (ha) (acs)
TE-06-07 5.32 3.31 0.81 2.01
TE-06-05 5.39 3.35 0.82 2.03
TE-06-03 5.61 3.49 0.85 212
TE -06-01 0.57 0.35 0.09 0.21
SA -06- 15 1.30 0.81 0.20 0.49
TE-06- 02 10.36 6.44 1.58 3.91
Total 28.55 17.74 4.35 10.77

Most of the loca communities within the project area have never been exposed to large scale
industrial type projects. Individuals from various villages within the buffer communities were
hired within the initial phase; during village consultations at least one other individua had
confirmed that he has worked with another oil company in the Orange Walk District.

11.3.1 Community Profiles

The indigenous population within the project area subsist by maintaining small-scale
agriculture plots, hunting, fishing and extraction of non-timber forest products and medicina
products. The local village political system is very strong with the Alcalde and the Chairman

being the main forces within the Maya villages.
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Within the demographic region of the proposed seismic activities, several Maya communities
utilize what is known as communal lands. This system is governed by atraditiona communal
land system, rather than the state system of individual leases and [private] property ownership.
The alocation of parcels of land between community members is determined and overseen by
the village leader, the Alcalde, in consultation with the community and according to the
traditional governance rules of the communal land system. It is noted however, that half of
the communities have indicated their interest for secure land titles. Newcomers to the
communities also participate in the community communal system.

In terms of Barranco Village, the Village Lots Committee is authorized to recommend to the
minister, for village lots. However, this is subject to the Minister(s approval. In terms of
lands that fall outside the village and for overall nationa lands, the applicant will need to first
obtain a letter of recommendation from the area representative and/or the Village Lots
Committee. Once the application meets the requirement, the National Estate Section of the
MNR in coordination with other sections, process the application before sending it to the

Minister for approval.

Within Maya villages, farmers work from dawn to dusk from Monday to Saturday. One of the
main cultural activities of the buffer Maya community is called a [Fahin a¢ (community work),
in which village men come together to chop and/or clean areas of their villages such as the
church or schoolyard etc. Sundays are family, church and rest days. Many of the Maya
communities have Ketchi Maya immigrants from Guatemala.

Barranco, the non-Maya community within the primary buffer region is alaidback community
with up to half of its current residents of retirement age. The residents of Barranco are no
longer as dependent on farming; many of its residents have left the village for better socio -
economic opportunities elsewhere. Cultural practices and social customs are strong in

Garifuna communities.

Within the demographic region of proposed activity, years of economic and social exchanges
between Barranco and Maya communities have led to a good deal of mutual understanding
and respect for each other social customs and practices, rather than the traditionally tense

relations which usually exist between Garifuna and other Maya groups.
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(1) Community Population Profiles

Population information from the 2000 Census for the communities within the Sarstoon
Temash Region is represented in Table 11.2. The 2000 population census estimated there
were just over 2500 people living within the region of the proposed seismic activity.

The estimates show that in 2000, 984 people were calculated for the six villages surrounding
the STNP buffer zone area, while 1,576 people were living in the secondary area. An update
of the rural population estimates for Toledo in 2003 was calculated at 21,200, which may or
may not indicate population growth or movement. Recent data collected by Rural Heath
Personnel show that of the nine communities, 7 of the communities have seen some level of

population increase.

In 2000, population estimates of the communities that immediately buffer the STNP ranged
from 52 in Graham Creek to 244 in Crique Sarco (Table 11.2). Lucky Strike is a small
settlement between Sunday Wood and Crique Sarco and was formed by 12 families who left
Crique Sarco to live on lease lands outside and across the river from Crique Sarco. Graham
Creek was first established in the 1950(S, however, this community was uninhabited during
1980 and during the 1991 census, and in 2001 had a population of over 52 inhabitants.

Within the primary communities, in 2000 Midway had a population of 107; however this
village was nonexistent at the time of the 1991 census. The current population is estimated at
265 inhabitants (Community Health Reports May 2007 unpublished).

In 2000, the largest community in the primary region was Crique Sarco (pop. 244) followed
by Sunday Wood (pop. 209), with the smallest community being Graham Creek (pop. 52). In
2000, the largest community in the secondary region was Dolores (pop. 303) followed by San
Felipe (pop. 300), with the smallest being San Lucas (pop. 121). Dolores was noted as having
the largest population with 552 inhabitants (Community Heath Reports May 2007
unpublished); most of the population is made up of Ketchi Guatemalans.

No recent data was obtained for Crique Sarco; however, it appears that this village has not

seen much new population growth. Except for San Lucas and Hicattee (M achakilha)
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Table 11.2 Community and Socio-Economic Data

Population Population Employment Socio [JEconomic data
(2000) Apr C(May 2007
Graham Creek 52 132 no employment outside rice, corn & pig sold on a
village small scale to nearby
Guatemalan communities
Crique Sarco 244 no new data Occasiona employment rice, cattle ranching &
obtained outside village wood carving
Sunday Wood 209 254 Occasiona employment rice, cattle, small-scale
outside village livestock (pig) & beans
Conejo Creek 131 205 Occasiona employment rice, small-scale livestock
outside village (pig)
Midway 107 265 Occasiona employment some cash crops and wood
outside village furniture
Barranco 241 (150) no new data Occasional employment basket weaving and
obtained outside of village cassava bread making
enterprise
Total 984 (893)
Hicattee 133 125 no employment outside cattle, rice, black beans,
(Machakilha) village and corn
Dolores 303 552 Almost no employment beans, corn, rice and small-
outside of village scale livestock such as
pigs, chicken, turkey,
ducks and cattle.
Otoxha 250 no new data Occasiona employment Rice, small scale livestock,
obtained outside of village; other the Deer Dance, traditional
small scale economic weave, local cooperative
opportunities
Corazon 134 136 Almost no employment rice and more recently,
outside village cattle rearing
San Lucas 121 119 Almost no employment Plant beans, rear pigs and
outside village chicken for occasional
personal use
Santa Ana 235 245 Some employment outside | Planting of beans, rear pigs
village and chicken for occasional
personal use
San Felipe 300 no new data Occasiona employment cacao, small-scale livestock
obtained outside village & chocolate
Total 1,576 Cacao

unpublished data collected for primary and secondary communities show some levels of
population increases. Population increases have not necessarily come from birth increases

within the various villages but from continued migration of individuals from Guatemala.

Sources indicate that because of population mobility, it has been difficult to provide adequate
social services for some of the villages as [investments are essentially lost when communities
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are relocated or abandoned.¢ It is noted however, that based on the population censusin 1991,

none of the villagesin the primary and secondary region have been abandoned.

The following includes an overview of socio-economic activities within the primary and
secondary buffer communities to get an indication of existing and available resources within

the area of proposed activities.

Graham Creek

Within the primary region of the proposed seismic study, Graham Creek is the smallest
community with a population of 52. At the time of the village consultation, 20 families (6
Belizean and 14 Guatemalan) were living in the community. There is little to no economic
activity in the village besides subsistence farming centered on rice, corn and pig production,
some of which is sold to nearby Guatemalan communities.

Crique Sarco
Crique Sarco is one of the larger communities in the primary region. The main economic

activities include cattle ranching, rice and beans cultivation some of which is offered for sale
in Punta Gorda. Corn is utilized for home use, however, a number of the villagers sell local
pastries and bread in the village. During village consultations, at least two individuals were
employed in Punta Gorda doing construction work. Crique Sarco is also known for wood
carving. During the initial operations of the project, at least one villager was able to sell

locally farmed pineapple to the locals as well as other individuals employed by the project.

Sunday Wood
There are occasional employment opportunities outside of Sunday Wood. The main economic

activities include the growing of rice, cattle pigs and beans for local use and for sale in Punta
Gorda. Villagers aso apply for petty permits to cut local hardwoods and bay leaf for both
local uses and some for sale. Corn is mainly grown for subsistence use. In the past there was
at least one logging concession operating south of the village, extracting mainly emery wood.
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Conejo Creek
Currently, the villagers of Congjo Creek are employed on a rotation basis in the papaya

industry in Corozal. Rice and pigs are the main economic activity although on a small scale.
Beans and corn are farmed for subsistence use. Over the last year, at least two individuas
have applied for petty permits to cut local hardwood for local uses and for small scale

economic activity.

Midwa:

There are some employment opportunities outside the village of Midway. The main farming
activities include milpa and matambre (ground food and corn) carried out for both subsistence
uses and for sale in Punta Gorda. Villagers aso apply for petty permitsto cut local hardwood
for both local uses and some for sale. Corn is mainly grown for subsistence use. At least six

people are employed at the saw mill situated between Barranco and Midway.

Resources acquired by a number of villagers employed during the initial operations (2006)
have commenced a small moderately successful furniture enterprise. Orders are made for
wooden furniture such as bed frames and chairs; local hardwoods are also utilized to construct

house frames.

There is a community of 10 families living on a 512 acre parcel of land just outside Midway
who have come together to form a cooperative. Though the land is not subdivided, each
family is given 50 acres; cattle and farming are the main activities, however, the farmers are
currently establishing to carry out other activities on their property. It is noted that cut line SA
- 06 017 forms about 1.3 km or (0.8 miles) of cut line within thisland.

Barranco

Over the past decades the population of Barranco has dwindled as there are amost no
economic opportunities in the village. It is noted that there is some employment outside the
village. Barranco is known for its basket weaving and cassava bread making enterprise.
Ground food is grown for home use. A number of families in the region are involved in the
production and selling of crafts and baked goods and in the cleaning of homes. However,
these tasks are usually carried out by the women.
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Hi cattee (Machakilha)

There is no employment outside of the village. The main farming activities include cattle,
rice, black beans, and corn for personal use and for sale in Guatemala.

Dolores

There is no paid employment in the labor force. The man economic activities include
planting of beans, corn, and rice fields and small-scale livestock rearing including pigs,
chicken, turkey, ducks and cattle. Other aternative sources of income include rental of horses
and copal (incense) sold to peddiers and villagers. Villagers have petty permits to cut

rosewood.

Otoxha

There is occasional employment outside of village. Villagers are known to obtain petty
permits to harvest local hardwood for home use and for sale outside the village. Rice grownis
sold to the marketing board; others raise livestock such as pigs, chicken, and ducks for home
use and for some local income. The Deer Dance is aso practiced and carried out as an
alternate source of income. A small number of women also weave traditional bags, baskets,
hammocks, and make copal (incense) for sale outside the village. Villagers from this and at
least three other villages have received training on how to improve quality and standards to
meet market outlets. There is also a cooperative of 16 men in the village that harvest

rosewood.

Corazon
There is amost no employment outside the village. The main economic activity includes rice
and most recently, cattle rearing. A number of persons in the village have also applied for a

petty permit to cut local hardwoods for local uses and for small scale economic activity.

San Lucas
In terms of San Lucas, there is almost no employment outside the village. Thereis very little

economic activity in the village: farmers plants beans and sell the occasiona pig on the local
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market; however that has not been very economical. Their main farming activities are beans,
corn, chicken and pigs for subsistence use.

Santa Ana

A number of individuals are employed outside the village in Belize City, Punta Gorda and in
Aqua Mar Shrimp Farm etc. Farming activities include local beans and small scale livestock

both for local consumption and occasional sale outside the village.

San Felipe
There is occasional employment outside the village. Villagers grow cacao for sale in Punta

Gorda. Chocolate made from cacao is also produced for sale on the local market.

i) Socio [JEconomic Activities

The main income generating activity in the region is agriculture; however incomes vary from
village to village depending on the specific economic activity and on seasonality. Some

months of the year afew of these villages see no cash entering the households.

Besides subsistence farming, cattle rearing, hunting and fishing are carried out by buffer
communities. It is noted however, that for the most part, hunting and fishing are for
subsistence use. In al Maya villages, corn is used as the main staple food. Other economic
activities carried out by the self-employed include sewing, sculpture, wood carving, and

seasonal labor in other areas of the country.

All the communities within the Sarstoon Temash Region collect and utilize forest products.
The common products collected include game meat, roofing materials, timber, wrapping
leaves and medicina barks. Timber is produced for sale and household use. The timber for

sale includes Rosewood, Y emery, Nargusta, and Mahogany.

Since the early 1990s, logging concessions have been granted to various loca and foreign
logging companies. Logging camps have been established near Maya villages without
knowledge and agreement of the Mayas. In addition, logging companies provide very limited
jobs to villagers who refuse to work for low wages. At least two established logging
operations were noted in the region of Corazon and Otoxha communities.
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Other Activitiesin the area

Within the primary and secondary buffer communities, forest licenses and petty permits are
granted to various individuals. Forest licenses are granted for logging concessions while petty
permits are issued to cut up to 3 of any local species. In January 2006, the cabinet approved
the implementation of a logging season which runs from October 15 to June 15 annually.
(This applies to logging done using heavy machinery. During the logging season, al

activities associated with logging are allowed if there are no heavy rains. If there are heavy
rains during the logging season, the Forestry Department may halt operations.¢ Specific

documentations are required to obtain aforest license.

Petty permits are short term, for a specific time frame and approved for subsistence use,
though petty permits are known to be utilized for economic opportunities. No permits are
issued for harvesting mahogany, cedar or rosewood. As with Forest licenses, specific
documentations are also required to obtain a petty permit. Over the last year, within the
primary and secondary region, 12 + forest licenses have been granted to various individuals
from Otoxha, Corazon, Sunday Wood, Santa Anna, and Midway etc.; many more petty
permits have been granted to various other individuals from within and the wider region.

1) Community I nfrastructure

All the communities in the primary and secondary region of the proposed development
activities have a primary school and at least one church (some villages have up to three
churches [0 Sunday Wood and Midway). School buses provide daily scheduled runs to
transport students to schools in the region. It is noted however, that there are still many
students that walk to schools; school-aged children also walk from Lucky Strike to Sunday
Wood to go to school. The Roman Catholic followed by Baptist are the two most common

denominations.

There are no high schools in the Sarstoon-Temash Region. Students of high school age travel
to Punta Gorda, the Dump, or Blue Creek to study. In Punta Gorda they attend Toledo
Community College; at the Dump they attend the Julian Cho Technical High School and at
Blue Creek they can attend the Centre for Employment Training.
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Table 11.3: Community Infrastructure

Community Commu- Health Emer.
Villages Center nications Light Water Center/Post | School | Church Services
Graham fi
Creek 0 0 0 Creek 0 fi 0
Crigue Sarco fi
fi (SATIIM) fi 0 River/vat HC fi 0
Sunday Wood Hand fi
fi (SATIIM) 0 0 pump/creek HP fi 0
Conejo Creek Hand pump fi
fi (SATIIM) 0 0 /creek HC fi 0
Midway water fi
fi (SATIIM) fi fi system 0 fi 0
Barranco
fi (SATIIM) fi fi fi HC fi fi 0
Hicattee fi
(Machakilha) (Guatemala fi
0 signal) 0 0 0 fi 0
Dolores
0 (Cabildo) 0 0 fi (spring) HP fi fi 0
Otoxha Hand fi
fi fi 0 pump/creek HP fi 0
Corazon Hand fi
fi fi 0 pump/creek HC & HP fi 0
San Lucas Vat & fi
fi 0 0 Creek HP fi 0
Santa Ana fi fi fi fi HC & HP fi fi 0
San Felipe fi 0 fi fi fi fi fi 0
fi - Available/ piped HC OHealth Center
0- Noneavailable HP OHealth Post

V) Communications

There is no extensive communication network system in the Sarstoon Temash region. In fact,
cell phone systems do not work five minutes outside Punta Gorda Town. Altogether, seven of
the primary and secondary communities have contact telephone services. It is noted however,
that the telephone at Hicattee (Machakilha) is accessible only through the Guatemal an access
number; Machakilhais two hours walk from Dolores, or about 3 hours from Punta Gorda by

water.

The community of Dolores does not have a community telephone; messages are left at
Otoxha. Dolores is about 1% hours from Punta Gorda by road through Conegjo Creek and
Sunday Wood, or about two hours through the Jordan/Blue Creek Road. Graham Creek does
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not have a telephone and is also considered as a remote community. Graham Creek is about
an hour by road up to Crique Sarco; plus an additional two hour walk from Crique Sarco.
Graham Creek is also atwo hour ride by water and through the Sarstoon River followed by a
20 minute walk from the Creek to the community.

Within the primary region, except for Graham Creek, community facilities have been
constructed by SATIIM for five of the STNP communities. Within the secondary region,
Dolores does not currently have a community center; the Cabildo is used for village and other
meetings and also utilized as a hurricane shelter. Excluding the community of Hicattee

(Machakilha), all the other secondary communities have a community center.

V) Electricity

Two of the primary and two of the secondary communities have 24 hour electricity. These
include Midway, Barranco, Santa Ana and San Felipe. In Crique Sarco, electricity was being
supplied approximately once a week, but currently there is no diesel available in the village
for its use. Electricity was produced using a diesel generator located in the village and
distributed to 13 houses via a distribution system made up of power lines on 23 poles with 4
streetlights. There has been some confusion as to how to charge for diesel use, as there are no

meters on those houses that are hooked up to the distribution system.

Vi) Water

Almost all the buffer communities within the proposed area of development utilize nearby
stream and rivers for their domestic water supply. Water is collected for cooking, drinking
and washing, as well as to bathe. The women and children are responsible for the collection
of water and for household uses. Many of the villages have at |east one functional hand pump.
However, some are unproductive during the dry season and some produce dirty water after

rains.

A few villages in the region have rudimentary water systems. Midway has a system but it
appearsit is hardly ever functional and villagers still access the mgjority of their water supply

from hand pumps and the creek. Barranco has a new water system.
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vii)  Health Facilities

Except for the communities of Graham Creek and Hicatee, the other communitiesin the buffer
region have either a health post or a health center. Mobile health clinic visits these villages
monthly; however, there are trained community health workers within the various villages
who provide some level of services to the villagers. Villagers use these services but quite

often travel to the hospital or dentist in Punta Gorda.

There are trained community nurses aids (CNASs) in the following communities: Coneo
Creek, Midway, Crigue Sarco, San Lucas, Corazon and Santa Anna. A number of these
CNAs have received formal training from the British. A number of other villages also have
community health workers or a traditional nurse attendant. In many cases, a doctor visits the

villages once a month to provide health care services.

viii)  Emergency Services

There are no emergency services in any of the communities within the primary and secondary
region of the STNP. It is also noted that except for Barranco, none of the other buffer
communities have a police station. Security has been one of the main issues in many of the
villages as in many cases the Alcades cannot necessarily uphold law and order. Emergency

services response time is some two to four hours.

1X) Governance

The population of the project region is small, however cultural characteristics are strong. This
is seen in terms of food and agricultural land use practices. For example, the allocation of
parcels of land between Maya community members is determined and overseen by the village
leaders, the Alcaldes, in consultation with the community and according to the traditional
governance rules of the communal land system [where applicable]. Newcomers to the Maya
villages have to consult with the leaders, as well as pay a one-time fee to utilize the village

resources.

Burning of the land is an essentia part of the milpasystem. Thisis done before the rain starts
each year. For the most part, each farmer clears his own land; however, community members

also help each other in this process; this was observed in many occasions during village visits.
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Villagers aso come together to assist in the construction of homes, etc. in their respective
villages. A big feast is prepared for families participating in construction activities. The men
would do the construction, while the women will be responsible for cooking and caring
activities.  In the Maya villages, because the village is spread out, the village police travel

around the village on horseback to inform the villagers of any new or upcoming activity.

The Alcalde and the Chairman are the head of the villages; the Alcalde enforces law and order
while the Village Chairman is responsible for community development and is guided by the
Village Council Act. Although, there is out migration of some of the younger populations to
other areas for economic opportunities, gender issues are important to these close knit

communities.

Cultural characteristics of Barranco are aso very strong. The Garifuna have been widely
recognized as excellent seamen. However, traditional subsistence practices of the Garifuna
include also hunting, gathering and cultivation of the land. The Garifuna religious practices
involve the use of the sea, cayes and mainland beaches. The Garifuna are devoted to their

roots and their religion consists of amix of Catholicism, African and Indian beliefs.

11.3.2 Maya Reservations

The Alcalde system dates back to 1871, when the colonial government granted to local
indigenous community elders, the right to decide minor civil and criminal cases and gave
them the responsibility to administer the local census. However, reservations were originaly
established under the Crown Lands Act, the first of which was established in 1896. The only
statutory rules governing the reservations were adopted in 1924, and to date have never been
revised.

The successor of the Crown Lands Act, the National Lands Act, makes no mention of Indian
Reservations, only referring to [feservesCivhich may or may not be applicable. Occupation of
the reservations should, according to the regulations, be at the discretion of the Commissioner

of Lands and Survey.
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Figure 11.3: Maya reservations within the project area.
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